Some Aspects of Definite Marker in Dime”

Mulugeta Seyoum
(Academy of Ethiopian Languages and Cultures,
Addis Ababa University)

1 Introduction

Dime is an endangered language. It belongs to the Omotic language family
according to the classification of Fleming (1976)%. It is the least documented
language comparing to some other Ethiopian Languages. Fleming (1990),
Mulugeta (2007, 2008a, 2008b, 2009a, 2009b, 2010, 2011) and Tsuge
(2008:207-215) are a few mentioned works have been done on Dime. Dime is
the name of the language, the land and the people who speak the language.
The majority of Dime people speak one or two languages next to their mother
tongue, especially those living along the border with the Basketo, Aari, and
Bodi. However, as opposed to these multilingual groups there are also
monolingual groups in Dime which are found in the middle of the Gerfa area.
According to a 1994 census the Dime constitute a population of 5,462 people.

From the typological perspective definiteness can be expressed in different
ways, for instance, definite article can be a separate word distinct from
demonstrative words. Some languages also used to mark definiteness by
demonstrative words. In other languages definite marker can be an affix on
nouns. There are also languages that have indefinite marker but not definite
marker. Further more, there are also languages neither an indefinite or definite
marker.

* 1 would like to thanks for this study especially professor Inui for his financial and
transportation support during my fieldwork trip to Jinka.

1 As Bender (1990) states, the Omotic language family is the least known and the least
studied language family from the Afro-asiatic phylum. Its classification is still problematic.
Fleming (1976) classified it as an independent sub-family under the Afro-asiatic phylum;
some scholars object Fleming’s classification and consider Omotic as part of Cushitic and
use labels such as West Cushitic and “Sidama”.
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In Dime indefinite is not morphologically marked while the definite is
overtly marked by the morpheme —is. Definite is overtly marked in many
Omotic languages such as Aari, Anfillo, Basketo, Gamo, Gofa, and Dizi. For
instance in Ari definiteness is morphologically marked by (-n/na), (-hn) and (-
an) as in (1b and 2b) below:

la. goli ‘a sheep’

1b. goli-n/na ‘the sheep’ (PL)

2a. duuti ‘aleg’

2b. duuti-n/na  ‘the legs’ (Melkeneh, 2011:41-42).

2 Indefinite and definite paradigms in Dime

As it is demonstrated the examples below in Dime indefinite is not
morphologically marked while the definite is overtly marked by the
morpheme —is.

Indefinite (singular) Definite (plural)
5. ?2¢hé ‘a house’ ?2¢h-is  ‘the house’
6. nits  ‘a child’ nits-is  ‘the child’
7. ?iyyi ‘a person’ ?iyy-is  ‘the person’
8. yeri ‘a donkey’ yer-is  ‘the donkey’
9. goStu ‘a male one' gost-is  ‘the male one’
10. ?2amzi ‘a woman’ ?2amz-is ‘the woman’

Similarly, indefiniteness is not morphologically marked in Ari as Melkeneh
(2011) pointed out. Ari is one of the south Omotic languages and it is related
to Dime.

2.1 Definiteness and number

The morphology of Definiteness in Dime is appeared following the suffixes
in the noun and the noun modifiers. The definite marker —is occurred
following the plural marker —af as shown below.

Indefinite (plural) Definite (plural)
11. 2¢h-af  ‘houses’ ?2¢h-af-is  ‘the houses’
12. nits-af  ‘Childs’ nits-af-is  ‘the Childs’
13. ?iyy-af  ‘persons’ ?iyy-af-is  ‘the persons’
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14. yer-af  ‘donkeys’ yer-af-is  ‘the donkeys’
15. gost-af  ‘males’ gos§t-af-is  ‘the males’

16. 2amz-af ‘women’ 2amz-af-is ‘the women’

Similarly, the ordinal numerals are formed by suffixing the morpheme —sub
to the cardinal numerals and followed by the definite marker —is:

17. wokkil-sub  “first’ wokkKil-sub-is  ‘the first’

18. k’astin-sub  ‘second’ k’astin-sub-is  ‘the second’
19. makkim-sub ‘third’ makkim-sub-is ‘the third’

20. wut-sub ‘fourth’ wut-sub-is ‘the fourth’
21. Sin-sub “fifth’ Sin-Sub-is ‘the fifth’

22. woid-sub ‘twentieth®  woid-sub-is ‘the twentieth’

2.2 Definiteness and case

The interaction between definiteness and case is discussed under this
section. As we discussed so far about the order of definite marker in Dime it
is occurred following the other suffixes such as the plural and ordinal numeral
marker. In this specific example concerning the order of definite marker
related to case marker it occurs preceding the accusative marker.

2.2.1 Definiteness and accusative case

As can be demonstrated in the following examples (23-28) the accusative
marker is suffixed to noun following the definite marker. When the definite
and the accusative marker appears in the noun in sequence, always the
accusative marker preceded by the definite marker, while the definite marker
followed by the accusative marker.

Unmarked nominative Accusative

23. ?2¢h-is  ‘the house’ ?2¢h-is-im ‘the house’

24 nits-is  ‘the child’ nits-is-im ‘the child’

25. ?iyy-is  ‘the person’ ?iyy-is-im  ‘the person’
26. yer-is  ‘the donkey’ yer-is-im ‘the donkey’
217. goSt-is  ‘the male one’ gost-is-im ‘the male one’
28. 2amz-is  ‘the woman’ 2amz-is-im  ‘the woman’
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Sentential example:

29. 2até guur-af-is-im deis-i-t
1S.SUBJ corocodile-PL-DEF-ACC  kill-PF-1
‘I killed the crocodiles’

Definiteness marker can be also marked both on the head noun and its
modifier in Dime. Example.

30. Siftaye  zit-is s’an-ub-is-im §in-i-n
Shiftaye ox-DEF black-M-DEF-ACC buy-PF-3
‘Shiftay bought the black ox’

Similarly, in related Omotic languages such as Ari in the presence of a
modifier element in a noun phrase, the definite marker is suffixed either to the
modifier or to the noun and suffixed both on a noun and on a modifier
(Melkeneh, 2011:42).

2.2.2 Definiteness and dative Case

The second complement representing the recipient or goal noun is marked
by the dative. In the dative construction the definite is marked proceeding to
dative marker. Thus, the definite marker —is followed by the dative marker —
in as in (31-32).

31. Siftaye zim-is-in gim-i-n
shiftaye chief-DEF-DAT answer-PF-3
‘Shiftay answer to the chief’

32a. Siftaye zim-is-in-ik gim-i-n
shiftaye chief-DEF-DAT-too answer-PF-3
‘Shiftay answered to the chief too’

32b. Siftaye zim-af-is-in-ik gim-i-n
shiftaye chief-PL-DEF-DAT-too answer-PF-3
‘Shiftay answered to the chiefs too’
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2.2.3 Definiteness and, instrumental and ablative cases.

As we discuss so far in the previous section the definite marker
immediately suffixed to noun preceding the other morphemes. Similarly, as it
is demonstrated in example (33- 35), the definite marker is suffixed to noun
preceding the instrumental and ablative case marker.

33. 2até 24aB-im tibz-is-ka K’ars’-i-t
1S.SUBJ tree-ACC axe-DEF-INST cut-PF-1

‘I cut a tree with the axe’

34. dim-ko 2amze ?ed-is-se-de
dime-GEN  woman mountain-DEF-LOC-ABL
yicy-4 ?ad-i-n
descend-CNV1 come-PF-3

‘A Dime woman came down from the top of the mountain’

35. nag-is 2ed-is-6-de 24d-i-n
water-DEF  mountain-DEF-LOC-ABL come-PF-3

‘The water came from inside the mountain.’

2.3 Definiteness and demonstratives

Definiteness is optional when the noun is modified by demonstratives. For
instance, if somebody asks by saying, “Who touched this gourd?” the
response can be either with or without the definite marker on the head noun,
(36a) and (36b) respectively.

36a. si-nud ?iyyi yid-i-n mang-is-m
this(M) person touch-PF-3  gourd-DEF-ACC
‘This man touched the gourd’

When accusative is marked on a definite noun the definite marker always
precedes the case marker. Definiteness marker can be also marked both on the
head noun and its modifier based on the order of the noun phrase.

36b. si-nu 2yy-is yid-i-n mang-is-m
this (M) man-DEF touch-PF-3  gourd-DEF-ACC

‘This man touched the gourd’
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2.4 Definiteness and Adjectives

Adjectives share a number of features with nouns in that they are marked
for number, definiteness, and case. For instance, adjective and nouns both
may take the accusative marker —im and the definite marker —is. The main
distinction between adjectives and nouns is that adjectives are marked for
gender while nouns are not. Fleming (1990:528) states: “Dime adjectives
behave like themselves for the most part, taking some number and gender
suffixes which are largely confined to adjectives.” Consider the following

examples.

37. amzi gudum-ind-is
woman tall-F-DEF
‘the tall woman’

38. goStu gicco-b li-ligt’-ub-is
man  big-M RDP-beautiful-M-DEF
‘the big handsome man’

39. gost-is gi¢¢o-b li-lint’-ub-is
man-DEF big-M RDP-beautiful-M-DEF
‘the big handsome man’

40. k’3stin-id-is guadam-id  zim-af
two-PL-DEF tall-PL chief-PL
‘The two tall chiefs’

41. k’3stin-id-is gadam-id  zim-af-is

two-PL-DEF tall-PL chief-PL-DEF
‘The two tall chiefs’

2.5 Definiteness and modifier nouns

Nouns can modify nouns. These modifiers do not use the gender suffix to
modify nouns. The modifiers without adjectival suffix are nouns. The
definiteness of the noun is marked on the noun modifiers in example (42a)
and (42b), while it is suffixed to the noun nits ‘calf/child’ in example (43a)
and (43b) instead of suffixed to the head noun. In Dime the independent
words ?2atsé ‘old male’, gasin ‘old female’, 20t ‘cow’, and zit ‘ox’ are used to

express the sex of the head noun as shown below:
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42a.

42b.

43a.

43b.

kené ?ats-i$

dey-i-n

dog male-DEF  die-PF-3
‘The male dog died.’

kéné gosin-is dey-i-n

dog female-

DEF die-PF-3

‘The female dog died.’

20t-nits-is

dey-i-n

cow-child-DEF die-PF-3
‘The female calf died.’

zit-nits-is
ox-child-DEF

dey-i-n
die-PF-3

‘The male calf died.’

It is also possible to indicate the gender of the child by using a female or
male noun as a modifier. Otherwise suffixing a gender marker to directly to a
noun leads to ungrammatical as shown below:

44a. goSt  nits—is ‘the male child (M)’ *nits-ub
male child-DEF

44D. 2amzi  nits-is ‘the female child’ *nits-ind
woman child-DEF

The word order is flexible when the modifier is an adjective.

45, 2amzi s’an-ind-is  layt’-éé-n
woman black-F-DEF die-IPF-3

‘The black woman will die.’

46. s’an-ind 2amz-is layt’>-éé-n
black-F-DEF woman die-1PF-3

‘The black woman will die.’

47. s’an-ind-is 2amz-is layt’-éé-n
black-F-DEF woman-DEF die-IPF-3

‘The black woman will die.’
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2.6 Definiteness and Relative clauses

The relative verb form is represented by the morpheme —ub (M), -ind (F)

or —id (PL). In contrast to the accusative and other marker, the relative marker

is suffixed to verb preceding to the definite and other marker as in examples
(48-53) below:

48.

49.

50.

ol.

92.

53.

dar-is-im wuduar-is-in §in-i-d
goat-DEF-ACC girl-DEF-DAT buy-PF-F:RELT
2amz-af-is  layt’-i-n?

woman-DEF die-PF-3

‘The women who bought the goat for the girl died.’

bay-im 2ist-éé-b-is goStu ¢’ak’k’-ub
food-ACC eat-IPF-M:RELT-DEF man small-M

‘The man who eats food is small.’

bay-im 2ist-éé -d-is] goSt-af
food-ACC  eat-IPF-PL:RELT-DEF man-PL
¢’ ak’k’-ub

small-M

‘The men who eat food are small.’

bay-im 2ist-éé-nd-is 2amze ¢’ ak’k’-ind
food-ACC  eat-IPF-F:RELT-DEF woman small-F
‘The woman who eats food is small’

bay-im 2ist-éé-d-is 2amz-af
food-ACC  eat-IPF-PL:RELT -DEF woman-PL
¢’9k’k’>-ub

small-M

‘The women who eat food are small’

wokkil-ub  ?2éh-im kK’ay-déé-b-is

one-M house-ACC  want-IPF-M:RELT-DEF
?4ad-i-n

come-PF-3

‘The one who wants the house came’

2 Jayt’i “die’ is used only for human beings. For other animals deyi ‘die’ is used.
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With the exception of the inclusive marker —k, case markers tend to occur
at the final position of the noun phrase. The inclusive occurs after the
accusative case marker as in example (54).

54. Siftaye zim-af-is-im-k deis-i-n
shiftaye chief-PL-DEF-ACC-too kill-PF-3
‘Shiftay killed the chiefs too.

The definite marker —is may optionally be changed to —iz when following
voiced consonants. Example (55b).

55a. [?€éh-is] ‘the house’

55h. [?2amz-iz] ‘the woman’

In nominal clause the definite marker can be suffixed to either the noun as
in (56) or on the modifier as in (57) or in both noun and modifiers as in (58).

56. z0b-is wolk’a-b kufo-b-éé
lion-DEF strong-M beast-M-COP

‘The lion is a strong animal.’

57. z6b wolk’a-b-is  kufé-b dan
lion-PL-DEF strong-M beast-M COP

“The lion is a strong animals’

58. z0b-is wolk’a-b-is kuafo-b dan
lion-DEF strong-M-DEF beast-M COP

‘The lion is the strong animal’

An interesting point that is important to mention here is that the morpheme
—is seems to be portmanteau morpheme which represents two or more
morphemes in Dime. For instance, the morpheme —is can be used as plural
addressee, -causative marker and definite marker (as we discussed so far in
the previous sections). For example in (59b) it represents plural addressee,
while it represents the causative as in (60).

59a. 2as 20yt
how spend night

‘Good morning (singular addressee)’
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59b. 2as  doyt-is
how spend night-PL.ADR
‘Good morning (pl. addressee)’

60. ?ind-is nits-is-im dzis-im  Sin-is-i-n
mother-DEF child-DEF-ACC milk-ACC buy-CAUS-PF-3
‘The mother got the child to buy milk.’

In the above example, ?ind-is ‘the mother’ is the causer subject, nits-is-im
‘the child’ is the causee and d3is-im ‘milk’ is the affected entity. Both the
causee and the affected entity are marked by the accusative case. The verb is
morphologically marked by the causative suffix.

3 Conclusions

Indefinite reference is not morphologically marked in Dime, while
Definiteness is morphologically marked by the morpheme —is. Definite is
overtly marked in many Omotic languages such as Aari, Anfillo, Basketo,
Gamo, Gofa, and Dizi.
Moreover, the morpheme —is seems to be portmanteau morpheme which
represents two or more morphemes in Dime. The definite, the plural addressee
and causative marker are represented by —is in Dime. Definiteness marker can
be marked either one or both on the head noun and its modifier. Definiteness
is optional when the noun is modified by demonstratives. It can be occurred
either with or without the definite marker. Moreover, the definite marker —is
may optionally be changed to -iz when following voiced consonants.
Generally, definiteness is marked following gender and plural marker, while it
precedes the accusative, possessive, locative, markers. When accusative is
marked on a definite noun the definite marker always precedes the case
marker. In Most cases in Ethiopian languages, direct object case affixes are
differential according to the definite-indefinite distinction but this does not
seem to be the case in Dime.
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N.B. Abbreviations used in this paper.

1S first person singular ABL ablative

2S second person singular INST instrumental

3MS third person masculine singular PL  plural

3FS third person feminine singular SUBJ subject

1PL first person plural OBJ object

2PI second person plural NOM nominative

3PL third person plural ABS absolutive

IPF imperfective PF perfective

DAT dative DEF definite

ACC accusative RELT relative

GEN genitive M male and F female

LOC locative COP Copula

CNV1 Con-verb 1 RDP reduplication
References

Bender, M. L. (1990). The Limits of Omotic. In: R. J. Hayward (ed.) Omotic
Language Studies, 584-616. London: School of Oriental and African
Studies.

Fleming, Harold (1976a). Cushitic and Omotic. In: M. L. Bender (ed.)
Languages in Ethiopia Bender, 34-53. London: Oxford University
Press.

Fleming, Harold (1976b). Omotic Overview. In M. L. Bender (ed.) The Non-
Semitic Languages of Ethiopia, 299-323. East Lansing: African
Studies Center, Michigan State University.

Fleming, Harold (1990) A Grammatical Sketch of Dime (Dim-Af) of the
Lower Omo. In: R. J. Hayward (ed) Omotic Language Studies, 494.
London: School of Oriental and African studies.

Melkeneh Seid (2011) The Grammatical Description and Documentation of
Aari. MA Thesis.

Mulugeta Seyoum (2008a) A Grammar of Dime. Ph.D Dissertation. LOT
publication: The Netherlands.

Mulugeta Seyoum (2008b) Case marking in Dime. In: Hideyuki Inui (ed.)
Cushitic-Omotic Studies 2007. Yamaguchi: Yamaguchi University.

80



Mulugeta Seyoum (2009a) Negation in Dime. In: Leo Wetzels (ed.) The
Linguistics of Endangered Languages. LOT Publication: The
Netherlands.

Mulugeta Seyoum (2009b) Aspect marking in Dime. In: Hideyuki Inui (ed.)
Cushitic-Omotic Studies 2008. Yamaguchi: Yamaguchi University.

Mulugeta Seyoum (2010) Declarative versus interrogative constructions in
Dime. In: Hideyuki Inui (ed.) Cushitic-Omotic Studies 2009.
Yamaguchi: Yamaguchi University.

Mulugeta Seyoum (2011) Some Notes on Gender in Dime. In: Yochi Tsuge
and Hideyuki Inui (eds.) Cushitic-Omotic Studies 2010. Yamaguchi:
Yamaguchi University.

Tsuge, Yochi (2008) A Basic Word List of the Dime Language. In: Hideyuki
Inui (ed.) Cushitic-Omotic Studies 2007. Yamaguchi: Yamaguchi
University.

81



